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Clay, Calhoun, and Webster, and held them up as violators themselves of the Constitution with a power and force that few men have been capable of. He said:
"We are, then, trying an impeachment. But how? The Constitution gives to the House of Representatives the sole power to originate impeachments; yet we originate this impeachment ourselves. The Constitution gives the accused the right to be present; but he is not here. It requires the Senate to be sworn as judges; and we are not sworn. It requires the Chief Justice of the United States to preside when the President is tried; but the Chief Justice is not presiding. It gives the House of Representatives a right to be present and to manage the prosectition; but neither the House nor its managers are here. It requires the forms of criminal justice to be strictly observed; yet all these forms are neglected and violated. It is a proceeding in which the First Magistrate of the republic is to be tried without being heard, and in which his accusers are to act as his judges."
He dwelt particularly on the figure which the Senate would make in going on with the consideration of this resolution. It accused the President of violating the Constitution, and itself committed twenty violations of the same Constitution in making the accusation. It accused him of violating a single law, and itself violated all the laws of criminal justice in prosecuting him for it. It charged him with designs dangerous to the liberties of the citizens, and immediately trampled upon the rights of all citizens in the person of their Chief Magistrate.
The Senate were law-givers, and ought to respect the laws already made; they were the constitutional advisers of the President, and should observe, as nearly as possible, the civil relations which the office of adviser presumes. They might be his judges, and should be the last in the world to stir up an accusation against him, to prejudge his guilt, or to attack his character with defamatory language. Deco-re than a year ago to investig
